Before leaving the launch site,
check your kayak or canoe and
remove any aquatic plants or
animals and mud, leaving them
at the site. Make sure to wash ~2 2

your boat with hot, soapy
water. Get into all the tight
spaces including within
compartments, under and
around seats, and at inflation
chamber joints. Don’t forget to
clean your clothes, oars, shoes
and all other gear as well.
Scrubbing with a stiff brush can
help remove any mud. Once
thoroughly cleaned, rinse with
hot water, preferably.

Drain standing water by
inverting or tilting your boat,
opening any compartments,

and removing seats.

If possible, leave your boat in
the sun to dry completely
before your next outing. You
can also use a towel to dry
everything out completely. The
most important thing is that
the kayak or canoe is not wet
and contains no standing water
before your next trip.
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