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Webinar Questions & Answers 
The Emerging Insect Pests webinar was hosted by the Oregon Invasive Species Council 
with guest invasive insect pests experts from the Oregon Department of Agriculture 
(ODA) and Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF). The following questions were asked 
by attendees via remote chat interface. Answers were provided during the webinar and 
additional answers were furnished by experts following the webinar, due to lack of time 
during the event, and summarized here.  
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SECTION: JAPANESE BEETLE  

Q: With what do you treat [in the ongoing Japanese Beetle eradication project in 
Washington County, Oregon]?   
A: The reduced-risk insecticide, Acelepryn, is being used in a granular formulation in 
the Washington County eradication project and it has been used in previous 
eradications. Treating lawns the first year and lawns and ornamental planting beds the 
second year in the treatment area. The product was selected for its effectiveness 
against Japanese beetle and minimal non-target effects. Go to: 
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www.japanesebeetlepdx.info  where you can find more information and a link on the 
Oregon Health Authority website about it’s risks.  
 
Q: Where is [Japanese beetle] established?  
A: Up to the Dakotas and Colorado: currently established in areas of Denver and 
Pueblo. British Columbia is fighting their own fight with a population in a city park. 
Many western states and provinces have an active detection and treatment program to 
combat introductions from air and truck cargo coming from infested areas.  
 
Q: For homeowners who don’t want to treat, are you asking them not to water their 
lawns?  
A: Japanese beetles like to lay their eggs in well-watered turf grass. In the current 
eradication area in Washington County, ODA works with all homeowners to find 
agreeable solutions, in low risk areas that can include not watering lawns.  

 

SECTION: GYPSY MOTH 

Q: What if I think I’ve found asian gypsy moth? 
A: You can report any invasive species detection to the state’s reporting hotline: 
https://oregoninvasiveshotline.org/ . These reports are sent to relevant invasive species 
experts and are extremely valuable. In terms of traps, if you would like to put out traps 
on your property, reach out to ODA’s Insect Pest Prevention and Management 
program, it always helps to have consenting landowners for a robust trapping program. 
Pictures and actual specimen make it easiest to identify via the hotline or by calling 
ODA.  
 
ODA provides free insect identification as well, contact them at: 
plant-entomologists@oda.state.or.us, by calling 503-986-4636 or by submitting a 
request to the online form at the Insect Pest Prevention and Management Program 
webpage .  
 
Pictures and specimens of forest insects and disease can be sent to ODF Forest Health 
Unit by calling 503-945-7207 or emailing danny.norlander@oregon.gov. 
 
Q: Gypsy moth looks like tent caterpillar, how can you tell the difference?  
A: Gypsy moths do not create the “tent” webbing. Characteristic patterns on the 
caterpillar are the red & blue dots. When in doubt, send pictures, adults can be difficult 
to identify. See ODF Gypsy moth fact sheet to learn more about gypsy moth. 
 

SECTION: SPOTTED LANTERNFLY 

Correction: scientific name of common Spotted lanternfly host plant (“Tree of Heaven”) 
is Ailanthus altissima not Paulownia, which was mistakenly stated during the webinar.  
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Q: Do we know where spotted lanternfly came from? 
A: It was likely imported on tiles from Asia to a distributor in Pennsylvania.  
 
Q: Are you aware of removal programs for tree of heaven?  
A: There are various invasive weed/tree removal programs in Oregon. There are best 
management guidelines for control. ODA has established tree of heaven as a Class B 
noxious weed, so it can’t be bought or sold and there may be funding for control. Look 
to local Soil and Water Conservation Districts, County Weed programs, or contact the 
Oregon Department of Agriculture’s Noxious Weed program for resources on control 
and management.  
 

SECTION: EMERALD ASH BORER 

Q: Repeat name of insecticide [that has been used elsewhere, or if it were to be used 
in Oregon]:  
A: For more information about insecticides for EAB, See the Integrated Pest 
Management appendix in the EAB Readiness and Response Plan to view chemical 
control option, found at: OregonEab.Info. The chemicals listed in the appendix are 
imidacloprid and emamectin benzoate. Contact ODA or ODF for pertinent laws 
regarding use of pesticides for eradication. Note: at this time EAB has not been 
detected in Oregon or neighboring states; thus, chemical control tactics for this insect 
are not currently warranted. 
 
Q: Who do we talk to about collaborating on ash seed collection? 
A: Please send an email to Wyatt Williams: wyatt.williams@oregon.gov. ODF has 
received funding from the U.S. Forest Service and will be starting collections in late 
summer and fall and local cooperators are encouraged (but not required) to 
participate.  
 
Q: Does the EAB readiness plan include a plan for lingering ash?  
A: Oregon’s EAB plan includes a section on resiliency where communities and 
watershed are encouraged to map known locations of ash for inventory purposes.We 
don’t yet know the cause for lingering ash in Midwestern states, i.e. pockets of ash tree 
that have not died from EAB. Currently, ODF is looking for lingering tan-oak to breed 
resistance to Sudden Oak Death into Oregon’s populations of tan-oak. Similarly, ODF 
is beginning to collect and store ash seed from ash across Oregon with the long-term 
goal that in the future when interest and funding is available they can breed the ash; 
this is what we’ve learned from other states where EAB is established.  
 

SECTION: FUNDING 

Q: A lot of different lands (private and public) are affected and at risk; where does 
funding come from to do the detections and eradications? 
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A: The Asian gypsy moth detection program is funded in part by USDA APHIS and an 
European gypsy moth detection is funded in part by the U.S. Forest Service. Remaining 
costs of eradication programs are funded by the state as part of regular state agency 
budgets and through requests to the state legislature emergency board (e-board) 
when eradication projects are necessary and costs exceed normal budget allocations. 
USDA farm bill funds the state for regular surveys; surveys are administered by ODA. 
 
Q: What is the “e-board”?  
A: Oregon’s Emergency Board  is a legislative board made up members from the 
House and the Senate with the ability to distribute funding resources in between 
legislative sessions. Agencies can submit an emergency request for funding from this 
fund; much of the funding comes from lottery funds. 
 

SECTION: HOW TO REPORT INVASIVE SPECIES AND PREVENT THE SPREAD 

Q: What to report if you’re not sure if it’s invasive?  
A: If you find something out of place, report it! ODA provide free insect identification 
and receives a lot of requests (a lot of spiders questions), Report to the Oregon 
Invasives Hotline online even if you’re not sure (from mobile device or computer). By 
submitting a report to the hotline it will creates a record of something so others can 
see the response about species of concern: https://oregoninvasiveshotline.org.  You 
can also submit a request to the online form at the Insect Pest Prevention and 
Management Program webpage for an identification request. 
 
Q: How can someone moving to Oregon avoid bringing these pests?  
A: Inspect the outside of vehicles and anything that’s been outdoors for anything that 
looks out of the ordinary. Don’t move your potted plants or untreated wood. If you’re 
traveling internationally, visit www.dontpackapest.com  to learn about what not to bring 
as a traveler. Talk to your local extension office to know what pests might exist where 
you’re moving from and how to prevent their spread. 
 
Q: How can people collaborate and understand how to get involved? 
A: Talk to your local watershed council or join the Oregon Invasive Species Council 
meetings (publicly available on www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org). Talk to ODA & 
ODF: give them a call; it’s the role and responsibility of agencies to support your 
questions and requests. 
 
Q: Globally, insect populations are dropping causing concern in those studying the 
trend. Are you seeing a drop in invasive populations as well? 
A: With increasing globalization, movement of goods, and international trade and 
commerce we are only seeing an increase in new introduced species. Climate change 
brings uncertainty about how populations will respond. 
 
Q: Are there international efforts with Mexico and Canada for control/eradication of 
invasive species?  
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A: Yes, actively, USDA is the collaborating body for international coordination. 
 

SECTION: INVASIVE SPECIES AND PESTICIDES 

Q: When considering use of pesticides, how you make decisions, how you decide on 
one, or how you are thinking about public safety, wildlife, pollinators?  
A: All agencies follow Integrated Pest Management protocols and employ all tools in 
the toolbox: biological, cultural, mechanical, and chemical. Pesticides are chosen after 
convening a technical working group to talk about options for control and share that 
information publicly. Agencies don’t take pesticide use lightly, actively considering 
effect on environment, effectiveness against the pest and first and foremost human 
health & wildlife health. They work with National Pesticide Information Center, Oregon 
Health Authority, and Pesticide and Analytical and Response Center. They use weather 
data and models to determine the exact timing for when to apply the pesticide. 
Research is conducted when appropriate to assess possible impacts to native insects. 
Regarding pollinators, look to the OregonBeeProject.org, to learn about recent 
collaborative effort between OSU, ODA, and ODF to support and maintain Oregon’s 
pollinators. There are opportunities for additional collaboration and to get involved to 
support pollinators.  
 
Q: Those who use wood shavings in beekeeping for the purpose of insulating brood 
may come to find their wood shavings toxic when those types of trees are treated?  
A: Trees originating from Oregon conifer forests are likely free of neonicotinoids since 
this class of chemicals is rarely, if ever, used to control forest insects in managed timber 
plantations. Wood shavings from urban trees are more likely to have residual 
neonicotinoids. Additional questions about pesticides can be directed to the ODA 
Pesticide Program . 
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